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The War 


AMERICAN CONTRIBUTIONS FOR BRITISH RELIEF 


[Released to the press July 16] 


There are given below the texts of a letter 
from the Prime Minister of Great Britain to 
the President and the President’s reply thereto, 
in regard to American contributions for the 
relief of human suffering in Great Britain: 


“10, Down1nG STREET, 
“Whitehall, June 14, 1942. 
“My Dear Mr. Present, 

“For a long time I have watched with grate- 
ful admiration the vast stream of gifts which 
from the first days of the War has been flow- 
ing from America to Great Britain for the relief 
of suffering and the succour of distress, and in 
a volume which has barely lessened as a result 
of the advent of war to America, though a con- 
siderable diminution of it was well to be ex- 
pected. The generosity of these gifts, each one 
of which represents a personal sacrifice by an 
individual, is overwhelming and _ without 
precedent. I am therefore anxious in the first 
place to express to you, Mr. President, the pro- 
found gratitude of the British people, and shall 
be glad if there is some way in which you may 
see fit to pass my feelings along to the American 
public. 

“My second purpose in addressing you today 
is unhappily one of informing you that we now 
feel under the necessity of asking that this 
brotherly flow of material shall be diminished. 
it is not that the gifts are not desired—indeed 
they have constantly been ingeniously devised 
to meet our real needs and the parcels from 
America have become a familiar and welcome 
feature in all the misfortunes which have over- 
taken our civilian population. The request 
which I am now compelled to make is due to 
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additional demands on shipping resulting from 
the enormously increased flow of war materials 
for which ocean transport has to be provided. 
We shall have therefore to assign to goods of a 
more warlike character the shipping space 
which has hitherto been available for the relief 
of our people—a sacrifice which we will make 
here without complaint, but not without very 
great regret. 

“As to the method of procedure, we have a 
Committee here—the American Gifts Commit- 
tee—which hitherto has endeavoured to ensure 
that gifts from America shall only be of a char- 
acter that shall meet some real need. The Com- 
mittee will now have to extend its activities 
and try to control the actual volume of gifts. 
A statement will shortly be issued to the press 
indicating the lines along which it is hoped to 
proceed. 

“T cannot conclude this letter, Mr. President, 
without affirming once again our gratitude for 
the comfort in days of suffering and of trial 
that was brought to us by the people of America, 
and our desire to make known our thanks. 

“Yours sincerely, 
Winston S. CxurcHIL.” 


“Tae Wuire Hovssg, 
“Washington, July 9, 1942. 
“My Dear Mr. Prime MINIsTER: 

“T have received your letter of June 14, 1942 
in which you express the gratitude of the British 
people for the vast stream of gifts which from 
the first days of the war has been flowing from 
America to Great Britain for the relief of suf- 
fering. You ask that this expression be con- 
veyed to the American public. 
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“You say also that this flow of material must 
be diminished due to additional demands on 
shipping and that it will be necessary to assign 
to goods of a more warlike character the ship- 
ping space which has hitherto been available 
for the relief of the British people. You state 
further that the American Gifts Committee in 
Great Britain, which hitherto has endeavored 
to ensure that gifts from America shall meet 
some real need, will now try to control the 
actual volume of gifts. 

“I am gratified by your statement that the 
relief sent from this country has given comfort 
to the British people during their days of great 
trial, and I shall give to the American people 
your expression of appreciation for the gifts 
they have provided. I am convinced that their 
action is indicative of the profound admiration 
felt in this country for the heroic stand of the 
British people against a barbarous foe. 

“You may be assured that we shall cooperate 
in every feasible way with the American Gifts 
Committee in order to meet the situation brought 


about by the increased demand for shipping. 
“Very sincerely yours, 
FRANKLIN D Roosevett” 


A statement which has been issued by the 
British Government on this subject follows: 


“The immense volume of American aid to 
Britain, which the British people will never 
forget as an expression of goodwill and bound- 
less generosity from the American people in 
the hour of need, made it necessary to set up a 
Committee in London, under the Chairmanship 
of Sir Ronald Lindsay, to exercise a general 
control over the shipment of gift supplies. 
The Committee has so far been able to arrange 
for shipment of almost all such supplies 
required to meet pressing needs. The expand- 
ing war effort of both nations, however, and 
the heavy demands on shipping which this 
involves, are now such that the amount of cargo 
space which it is possible to assign to American 
gifts has had to be very considerably reduced. 
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“In order to make the most effective and eco- 
nomical use of the space available, it has been 
decided that in future, cargo space will be allo- 
cated only to direct consignments approved by 
the American Gifts Committee in London and 
sent either through the American Red Cross to 
the British Red Cross and Women’s Voluntary 
Services, or through the British War Relief 
Society to the Personal Service League. No 
supplies consigned to, or earmarked for, bodies 
or individuals other than the three British 
organizations named will therefore be accepted 
for shipment from now on. 

“The Committee wishes to make it plain, 
however, that this decision does not signify that 
such other reputable organizations in Great 
Britain to whom generous donors and friends 
in the United States have sent gifts in the past 
through the British War Relief Society will in 
future be excluded from sharing in American 
aid. Although they will no longer be able to 
have shipments addressed to themselves, the 
allocation of gift supplies shipped by the Brit- 
ish War Relief Society to the Personal Service 
League will have due regard to the voluntary 
societies, etc. which have been recipients of 
American gifts to assist their work hitherto. 
They will thus continue to share in American 
aid through an allocation which will be made as 
fairly and carefully as possible, though it must 
be understood that the total amount of gift 
supplies to be shipped from the United States 
in future will be much less than in the past 
because of the reduced shipping space available 
for them. 

“It should however be made clear that this 
statement does not relate to monetary gifts 
since in their case shipping space is not 
involved: and that any activity at present being 
carried on in Britain under American auspices 
as a service to the nation, or any general Fund 
of national standing for the relief of air raid 
victims or the maintenance of appropriate 
charitable institutions will continue to be 
among the proper objects of deeply appreciated 
financial support from friends in America.” 
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FRENCH SHIPS AT ALEXANDRIA, EGYPT 


In his press conference on July 14, Under 
Secretary of State Welles outlined statements 
which the United States Government has made 
to the French Government at Vichy with re- 
gard to French warships at Alexandria. He 
pointed out at the outset that these French war- 
ships at Alexandria are understood by the 
United States Government as being outside the 
provisions of the Armistice agreement entered 
into between the French Government at Vichy 
and Germany. Mr. Welles said that these war- 
ships were in Alexandria at the time of the 
Armistice signature and were there in accord- 
ance with naval understandings between the 
French Government and its then ally, Great 
Britain. The Under Secretary said that, on 


July 3, in view of the situation which existed 
at that time in North Africa, President Roose- 
velt made the following proposal to the French 
Government at Vichy. The President made it 
clear that he hoped that the French ships at 
Alexandria could be placed in the protective 
custody of the United States, to include passage 


of the French ships through the Suez Canal, 
thence to a secure and remote part of this hemi- 
sphere for the duration of the war, either in a 
port of the United States or in some neutral 
port, with a guaranty of the return of these 
ships to France at the end of the war. The 
President said, Mr. Welles added, that he felt 
that this proposal was in the interest of France; 
he stated further that if this offer on behalf 
of the United States was not accepted by the 
French Government, the British, knowing of 
this offer, would of course be properly and 
wholly justified in ordering the French ships 
through the Suez Canal, and, if the order was 
not obeyed, they would be wholly justified in 
destroying the ships to prevent them from fall- 
ing into the hands of the enemy. Mr. Welles 
said the offer made at that time by the Presi- 
dent was rejected by the French Government. 
On July 9, the Under Secretary continued, 
the President made a further proposal to the 
French Government. He proposed that if the 
French Government agreed that the French 
naval units now at Alexandria be withdrawn 
472686—42——2 


by way of the Suez Canal, the Government of 
the United States by agreement with the Brit- 
ish Government would grant safe passage to 
Martinique, where they would not be used by 
either of the two belligerent Governments, 
namely, the United States and Great Britain, 
but where they would be immobilized for the 
duration of the war on the same basis as other 
French warships now at Martinique, with the 
assurance that at the end of the war they would 
be restored to the French people. The two Gov- 
ernments would further agree, Mr. Welles said, 
to periodical relief and repatriation of the 
crews after they had reached Martinique, on 
the same basis which would have obtained had 
they remained at Alexandria. The President 
made this proposal in view of his belief that 
no matter what military situation might de- 
velop in North Africa, these French ships 
would be in imminent danger because of the 
possibility of enemy attack, and said specifi- 
cally that in the opinion of this Government, 
since these ships have from the beginning oc- 
cupied a special, and are now in a precarious, 
situation, they are not within the operative 
provisions of the Armistice agreement, and 
hence the arrangement proposed by the Presi- 
dent would not violate the said agreement, Mr. 
Welles added. The Under Secretary said he 
was sorry to say that that offer of the President 
has also been refused by the French Govern- 
ment at Vichy, which is insisting that the 
French ships proceed to a nearby French port. 
In other words, Mr. Welles said, the French 
Government at Vichy is refusing the proposal 
solely on the ground that the French port sug- 
gested by the President is not nearby, and ap- 
parently not sufficiently close to German and 
Italian hands. The Under Secretary said that 
he felt certain that the French people them- 
selves will regard this offer made by the Presi- 
dent as very much in their interest, since it 
would have assured the safety of the crews of 
those vessels and would have assured the French 
people themselves that at the end of the war 
these French naval vessels would have been 
returned to them. 
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CANCELATION OF CONSULAR REPRESENTATION BETWEEN FINLAND AND THE 
UNITED STATES 


[Released to the press July 16] 


Under the terms of article XXIII of the 
Treaty of Commerce and Consular Rights of 
February 13, 1934 between Finland and the 
United States of America,’ American consular 
officers “may, within their respective consular 
districts, address the authorities, National, 
State, Provincial or Municipal, for the purpose 
of protecting their countrymen in the enjoy- 
ment of their rights accruing by treaty or other- 
wise.” 

However, in a note dated July 17, 1941 the 
Finnish Foreign Ministry informed the Ameri- 
can Legation in Helsinki that “in view of war- 
time conditions” consular matters should be 
handled entirely through the Finnish Foreign 
Ministry rather than directly with local au- 
thorities. This action of the Finnish Foreign 
Ministry had the direct effect of denying to 
American consular officers in Finland the spe- 
cific treaty rights mentioned above. 

Furthermore, the Finnish Foreign Ministry 
in a note dated July 9, 1942 informed the Ameri- 
can Legation that with reference to the For- 
eign Ministry’s note of July 17, 1941 it was pref- 
erable to postpone to a subsequent date the 
question of an exequatur for a career officer of 
the American Foreign Service whom the Ameri- 
can Government had recently commissioned as 
a vice consul in Helsinki and for whom the 
American Legation had requested provisional 
recognition in accordance with established cus- 
tom in such cases. 

The American Legation, acting on instruc- 
tions from its Government, informed the Fin- 
nish Foreign Ministry in a note dated July 16, 
1942 that the request which the American Lega- 
tion had made for the provisional recognition 
of the consular officer referred to above was 
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withdrawn. The Legation further informed 
the Finnish Foreign Ministry that by the lat- 
ter’s action in regard to the withholding of 
recognition of the consular officer referred to 
and in denying American consular officers pres- 
ently in Finland their treaty rights in connec- 
tion with the representation of American in- 
terests in Finland the Finnish Government had 
undermined the basis upon which American 
consular representation was maintained in Fin- 
land. Accordingly, the Foreign Ministry was 
informed that the consular commissions of the 
American consular officers at present in Finland 
had been canceled and the consular section of 
the American Legation in Helsinki was being 
closed immediately, and that this action had 
been taken by the American Government to 
put an end to the present untenable situation 
involved in maintaining American consular 
representation in Finland in the face of the at- 
titude adopted by the Finnish Government in 
the matter. The Finnish Government was re- 
quested by the American Legation to close all 
Finnish consular offices in the United States 
not later than August 1, 1942. 


EXCHANGE OF DIPLOMATIC AND CON. 
SULAR REPRESENTATIVES 
[Released to the press July 15] 

The S.S. Drottningholm, which was pre- 
viously used for the exchange of American and 
Axis nationals between Lisbon and New York, is 
returning to her home port of Géteborg, Swe- 
den, with approximately 800 Axis nationals 
aboard. The ship sailed on July 15. 

Most of the Axis nationals are from the other 
American republics. 
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FIVE YEARS OF CHINESE RESISTANCE TO 
JAPANESE AGGRESSION 


(Released to the press July 14] 

The translation of a telegram received by the 
Secretary of State from Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-shek, of China, President of the Executive 
Yiian and Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
follows: 

Juty 7, 1942. 

“T wish to convey to you the appreciation of 
the Chinese Government and people for your 
telegraphic message of good wishes on the occa- 
sion of the fifth anniversary of China’s war of 
resistance against aggression. 

“China and the United States are now faced 
with the same enemy and are engaged in a com- 
mon struggle in concert with other anti-aggres- 
sion nations. This constitutes a most memo- 
rable event in the long history of cordial rela- 
tions between our two countries. The Chinese 
Army and people will long remember your 
message in praise of China’s war effort, and we 
will surely spur ourselves to further endeavors 
in the fulfilment of our duties in order to bring 
about the defeat of the brutal aggressors for the 
common good of our two countries and all the 
other United Nations. 

Cutane Kat-sHEek” 








The Near East 




















DEATH OF TURKISH PRIME MINISTER 


[Released to the press July 13] 


The Secretary of State, on July 9, sent the 
following telegram to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Turkey: 


“T desire to express to you personally and 
through you to the Government and people of 
Turkey my heartfelt sympathy, and that of the 
Government and people of the United States 
in the great loss which Turkey and the friends 
of Turkey have suffered in the sudden death of 
Prime Minister Saydam. 

Corpet, Hut” 








American Republics 

















PURCHASE OF MEXICAN SURPLUS 
ALCOHOL 


[Released to the press July 17] 


The Department of State, the Board of Eco- 
nomic Warfare, and the Commodity Credit 
Corporation announced on July 17 the signa- 
ture of an agreement between the Commodity 
Credit Corporation and the Sociedad Nacional 
de Productores de Alcohol of Mexico under the 
terms of which the Commodity Credit Corpora- 
tion will purchase the entire exportable surplus 
of the alcohol production of Mexico up to the 
end of February 1943, at a price of 40 cents per 
gallon, f.o.b. Laredo, Tex. The negotiations 
were carried on in Washington with Sefior 
Ramén Beteta, Mexican Under Secretary of 
Finance and Minister from Mexico to this 
country in charge of economic and commercial 
negotiations on behalf of the Mexican Govern- 
ment, and with Sefior Aaron Saenz, Seiior 
Ramon A. Hernandez, and Sefior Josue Saenz 
representing the Sociedad Nacional de Produc- 
tores de Alcohol. 


RUBBER AGREEMENT WITH BOLIVIA 


[Released to the press July 15] 


The signing of a rubber agreement with Bo- 
livia was announced on July 15 by the Depart- 
ment of State, the Rubber Reserve Company, 
and the Board of Economic Warfare. 

Under the terms of the agreement the Rub- 
ber Reserve Company will purchase during the 
next five years all rubber produced in Bolivia 
other than amounts required for essential do- 
mestic needs there and except for a maximum 
of 250 tons which is to be available annually for 
export to neighboring countries. 

The agreement provides for the expenditure 
of $2,125,000 by the Rubber Reserve Company 
in the development of rubber resources in 
Bolivia. 
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The Bolivian agreement is the sixth under 
the United States’ program to secure for the 
united war effort the maximum possible 
amount of rubber produced in the Western 
Hemisphere. The other agreements, already in 
effect, are with Brazil, Peru, Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, and Colombia. Negotiations for similar 
agreements are proceeding with a number of 
other American rubber-producing countries. 


DEATH OF EX-PRESIDENT ORTIZ OF 
ARGENTINA 


[Released to the press July 15] 
The following statement has been issued by 
the Secretary of State: 


“T have learned with the most profound sor- 
row of the death of Dr. Roberto M. Ortiz, 
until recently President of the Argentine 
Republic. 

“Every man and woman throughout the 
Americas who is today supporting the great 
cause of human liberty and every citizen of the 
Americas who believes in and recognizes the 
need for inter-American solidarity will receive 
the news of the death of Dr. Ortiz with a sense 
of personal loss. 

“Ex-President Ortiz was one of the out- 
standing statesmen of the New World. His 
high abilities and the courage and force with 
which he fought for the ideals in which he 
believed will cause his name to be always 
remembered in the Western Hemisphere with 
gratitude and with admiration. 

“His death is deeply regretted by the Gov- 
ernment and people of the United States.” 


ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH BOLIVIA 


Dr. Joaquin Espada, Bolivian Minister of 
Finance, and Sefior Alberto Crespo, Bolivian 
Minister of National Economy, and members of 
their party, who have been in the United States 
discussing with various agencies of the United 
States Government the program for economic 
cooperation between the United States and 
Bolivia, will, accompanied by His Excellency 
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Luis Fernando Guachalla, Bolivian Ambassa- 
dor in Washington, depart from Washington 
on July 19 for Detroit and Buffalo, where they 
will visit several large automobile and airplane 
factories. They will return to Washington on 
July 21. 








Cultural Relations 




















VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES OF 
BRAZILIAN PETROLEUM HEAD 


[Released to the press July 18] 


General Horta Barbosa, President of the 
Brazilian National Petroleum Council, is now 
in the United States for a visit of approxi- 
mately three weeks as the guest of the Depart- 
ment of State. 

In his position as head of the Brazilian Na- 
tional Petroleum Council, General Horta Bar- 
bosa is responsible for supervision of the pe- 
troleum industry in his country and has come 
to the United States with a particular interest 
in the present oil situation here and methods 
of rationing and distribution. 

After a few days in Washington, General 
Horta Barbosa will visit some of the leading 
oil-producing and -refining centers of the 
United States. 








General 

















TRANSPORTATION OF CERTAIN ALIENS 


On July 8, 1942 the Secretary of State issued 
general license 1 authorizing, for the purpose of 
section 3(b) of the Trading-with-the-Enemy 
Act, the transportation of certain citizens or 
subjects of an enemy, or ally-of-an-enemy, 
nation. The text of the general license is 
printed in the Federal Register for July 14, 
1942, page 5368. It was issued as Department of 
State press release 365 of July 14, 1942. 
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| Cocaiensii Policy | 














INTER-AMERICAN COFFEE AGREEMENT 


(Released to the press July 17] 

Executive Order 8863 of August 21, 1941, 
allocating for the present quota-year the quota 
provided by article VII of the Inter-American 
Coffee Agreement for countries which are not 
signatories of the agreement, terminates on Sep- 
tember 1, 1942, one month before the end of the 
quota-year. It has been decided not to allocate 
the non-signatory quota for the year beginning 
October 1, 1942. The effect of this decision will 
be to facilitate the entry into the United States 
of coffee from non-signatory countries which 
are in a position to supply it under the non- 
signatory quota. 














The Foreign Service 














PERSONNEL CHANGES 


[Released to the press July 18) 


The following changes have occurred in the 
American Foreign Service since July 11, 1942: 


George Carnahan, of New York, N. Y., has 
been appointed Foreign Service officer, unclassi- 
fied, Secretary in the Diplomatic Service, and 
Vice Consul of Career, and has been assigned 
as Vice Consul at Barranquilla, Colombia. 

George T. Colman, of Racine, Wis., Senior 
Economic Analyst at Sio Paulo, Brazil, has 
been appointed Vice Consul at Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. 

John L. Goshie, of New York, N. Y., for- 
merly Third Secretary of Embassy at Rome, 
Italy, has been designated Assistant Commer- 
cial Attaché at Caracas, Venezuela. 

Rudolph W. Hefti, of Ardmore, Pa., Clerk 
at Tabriz, Iran, has been appointed Vice Con- 
sul at Tabriz, Iran, 
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Eugene M. Hinkle, of New York, N. Y., for- 
merly Second Secretary of Embassy at Berlin, 
Germany, has been designated Second Secretary 
of Embassy at Habana, Cuba. 

Miss Elizabeth Humes, of Memphis, Tenn., 
formerly Second Secretary of Legation at Co- 
penhagen, Denmark, has been designated Sec- 
ond Secretary of Legation at Lisbon, Portugal. 

Charles A. Livengood, of Dayton, Wash., 
formerly Commercial Attaché at Rome, Italy, 
has been designated Commercial Attaché at 
Bogota, Colombia. 














| Treaty Information 








STRATEGIC MATERIALS 
Agreement with Bolivia 


An announcement regarding the signature 
of an agreement with Bolivia under the terms 
of which the Rubber Reserve Company will 
purchase over the next five years all rubber 
produced in Bolivia other than amounts re- 
quired for essential domestic needs and except 
for a maximum of 250 tons which is to be avail- 
able annually for export to neighboring coun- 
tries, appears in this Bulletin under the head- 
ing “American Republics”. 


COMMERCE 


Agreement with Mexico for the Purchase of 
Alcohol 


An announcement of the agreement between 
the Commodity Credit Corporation and the 
Sociedad Nacional de Productores de Alcohol 
of Mexico under the terms of which the Com- 
modity Credit Corporation will purchase the 
entire exportable surplus of the alcohol produc- 
tion of Mexico up to the end of February 1943, 
appears in this Bulletin under the heading 
“American Republics”. 
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Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Consular 
Rights with Finland 


An announcement regarding the closing of 
the American consulates in Finland and the 
Finnish consulates in the United States appears 
in this Bulletin under the heading “The War”. 
The notification was given by this Government 
to the Finnish Government in a note dated July 
16, 1942 as a result of the withholding of recog- 
nition of an American consular officer and in 
denying American consular officers in Finland 
their treaty rights under the terms of article 
XXIII of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, 
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and Consular Rights of February 13, 1934 
between the United States and Finland (Treaty 
Series 868). 


Inter-American Coffee Agreement 


An announcement regarding the termina- 
tion of Executive Order 8863, which allocated 
for the present quota-year the quota provided 
by article VII of the Inter-American Coffee 
Agreement for the countries which are not sig- 
natories of the agreement, and the decision not 
to allocate the non-signatory quota for the year 
beginning October 1, 1942, appears in this Bul- 
letin under the heading “Commercial Policy”. 
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